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three stands. Each stand will yield 34 pounds of
cocoons which can be reeled into 48 Liang (or 3-4
pounds) of raw silk. Under reformed conditions, the
total amount of cocoons produced by an average Chia
is about 200 pounds, which can be sold at a price of
60 to 70 dollars per 100 pounds (according to the
reports mentioned above).

Each stand of silkworms needs about 400 pounds of
mulberry leaves. The price of mulberry leaves fluc-
tuated very much during the period of silkworm
raising. The highest price for a 100 pounds some-
times exceeds 3! dollars, and at the lowest is under
11 dollars. The total expense for feeding worms lies
between 30 to 40 dollars. In addition to other
expenses, the cost of cocoon production, excluding
labour, is about 50 dollars per Chia. If the cocoons
are sold, this will give an income of 70 to 90 dollars
for an average Chia.

The reform programme has also included the intro-
duction of multiple crops. In this region three crops
can be grown. But owing to the climate, more equip-
ment and precautions are needed in summer and
autumn crops. At present, these two crops are still
very limited.

6. THE CO-OPERATIVE FACTORY

We now come to the process of reeling, that is, the
transformation of cocoons into the final stage of raw
silk. Reform in this process is directed to producing
a better quality of raw silk. Quality is judged by uni-
formity in fineness and reduction of frequency of
breaks in the thread. According to the expert of the
Sericulture School, the weakness of the traditional
method lies in (i) the irregular temperature of water